the river of life

In 1858, Scottish missionary David Livingstone
embarked on a historic journey along the Zambezi
River in southern Africa. On that trip, malaria claimed
the life of Livingstone’s wife, Mary. Livingstone himself
also later died from the disease.

Today, 150 years later, malaria remains a threat.
Over one million people, mostly children and pregnant
women, die from malaria each year. About
40% of the global population is
vulnerable to the disease.

But an unprecedented global
action—by governments and
corporations, NGOs and
health organisations—has
been mobilised against
malaria. And this combined
effort is yielding results:

e Across Africa, people
are receiving anti-malarial
medications, as well as bed
nets and insecticides that
protect against the mosquitoes
that transmit the disease.

¢ In Rwanda, malaria cases are
down by 64%, and deaths by 66%. Similar
results are seen in Ethiopia and Zambia. And in
Mozambique, where 9 out of 10 children had been
infected, that number is now 2 in 10.

e Scientists are expanding the pipeline of
affordable, effective anti-malarial medicines, while also
making progress on discovering a vaccine.

April 25 is World Malaria Day. As part of that event,
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a team of medical experts will retrace Livingstone’s
journey along the Zambezi - the “River of Life.” They
will travel 2400 kilometres in inflatable boats through
Angola, Namibia, Botswana, Zambia, Zimbabwe and
Mozambique.

By exposing the difficulties of delivering supplies

to remote areas, the expedition will demonstrate

that only a co-ordinated, cross-border
action can beat back the disease, and
S turn the lifeline of southern Africa
into a “River of Life” for those
threatened by malaria.
! ExxonMobil is the largest
non-pharmaceutical private-
sector contributor to the
fight against malaria. But
our support is more than
financial. We are actively
partnering with governments
and agencies in affected
countries, enabling them to
combat malaria with the same
disciplined, results-based business
practices that ExxonMobil employs in
its global operations.

Livingstone once said, “I am prepared to go
anywhere, provided it be forward.” The communities
burdened by this disease cannot move forward until
malaria is controlled and, someday, eradicated. We

urge everyone to join in this global effort.
For more information, please visit zambeziexpedition.org
and www.rollbackmalaria.org.
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